
M A K I N G T H E G R A D E

W I N N E R S PATRICK PIZZO
Assistant superintendent

Patrick Pizzo, of East
Meadow, has re-
ceived the Barbara V.
Powell Sr. Civil
Rights Award from
the nonprofit Opera-
tion Get Ahead Inc.,
for his work on the promotion of civil
rights in his community. Pizzo is the
assistant superintendent for business
and finance for the East Meadow
school district and the education chair
for the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People’s
Hempstead branch. He is also a found-
ing member and president of Equity 4
LI Youth, an organization dedicated to
promoting equal educational and em-
ployment opportunities for all.

LILIFE

Seventeen student literary
magazines from Long Island
were among 50 statewide
recognized in a national compe-
tition that celebrated the art
and craft of writing.

Themagazineswere honored
as part of theNational Council
of Teachers of English’s REALM
(Recognizing Excellence in Art
and LiteraryMagazines) con-
test, which received 375 entries
at themiddle school, high
school and college levels. Judg-
ingwas based on criteria rang-
ing from graphic design to
literary quality, and awardswere
issued in four categories.

Jericho High School’s Pega-
sus, Long Beach High School’s
Fragments 2023: The Chakras
and Syosset High School’s KEN
Literary and Art Magazine
were among seven magazines
statewide to earn the highest
honor of first class.

“The wonder of a high
school literary arts magazine is
it gives students the opportu-
nity not only to be deeply
personal, but to step away
from their identity to explore
other people and situations,”
said Michael Hartnett, adviser
for Jericho’s Pegasus. “The
combination simultaneously to
examine and escape their lives
is what makes the creative
process so satisfying.”

Long Island high schools
with winning magazines in the

superior category were Bay
Shore; Sanford H. Calhoun in
Merrick; Cold Spring Harbor;
Eastport-South Manor; Garden
City; Kings Park; Wellington C.
Mepham in Bellmore; and
Ward Melville in East Setauket.
Winners in the excellent cate-
gory were from Harborfields
in Greenlawn, Herricks in New
Hyde Park, Smithtown West
and Valley Stream South high
schools, while local winners in
the distinguished category
were from Floral Park and
Oceanside high schools.

BELLPORT
INDEPENDENT LIVING

Eastern Suffolk BOCES’

Brookhaven Learning Center
has unveiled a new classroom
designed to provide students
with developmental disabilities
the opportunity to learn to live
more independently.

The space consists of a
working kitchen and studio
apartment complete with a
bed, vacuum and washer and
dryer. Weekly lessons cover
topics ranging from how to use
various appliances to what
belongs in a refrigerator.

“They are exposed to many
life skills and have hands-on
instruction about it, so they
may develop a level of familiar-
ity with things in their own
homes,” said the center’s princi-

pal, Nicole Drinkwater.

SETAUKET
NEW HIGH-TECH SPACE

Setauket Elementary School
has unveiled a newmakerspace
area for students to collaborate
onprojects and explore high-
tech tools. It is the first such
space in an elementary school in
theThreeVillageCentral School
District. One of the space’s first
activitieswas to have students
work in small teams to code
paths for anOzobot, a small
programmable robot, to navigate.

“It’s a place to design, create
and make with emerging tech-
nologies, such as the 3D
printer and robotics,” said the

school’s librarian, Joannie
Lauria. “This hands-on experi-
ence is empowering.”

ISLANDWIDE
BRIGHT LIGHTS

Twenty-six Long Island
educators have received Bright
Light Awards from the Associa-
tion of Suffolk Supervisors for
Educational Technologies for
their efforts in integrating
technology into the classroom.

Winners and their school
districts: StephanieCox, Bay
Shore; DanielMeo, Brentwood;
MelissaMcLees, Cold Spring
Harbor; SusanAbbott, Com-
mack;Nicole Taormina, Comse-
wogue; Christine Joneleit and
Jennifer Paduano, Deer Park;
PatrickHurley, EastWilliston;
Meredith Kramer, Eastport-
SouthManor; Brittany
Chalmers, Elwood; David Schaef-
fler, Hauppauge; Lorraine
Radice, Long Beach; Connor
Munisteri,Mattituck-
Cutchogue; Nicole Valvo,Mine-
ola; Christina Sciarotto, New
Hyde Park-GardenCity Park;
Debra Iannacci andChristine
Talbot, NorthMerrick;Matthew
Gorman,Northport-EastNorth-
port; Debbie Fallon, Plainedge;
Philip Caputo, Plainview-Old
Bethpage;Michael Kerr, Seaford;
Peter Esposito, Shoreham-Wad-
ingRiver; DanielMaresca, South
Country; NicoleHonovich,
SouthHuntington; andMaria
Cristantello,West Islip. Victoria
Bardin ofMill NeckManor
School for theDeaf alsowon.

TIM SCHRECK
Educator

TimSchreck, of East
Hampton, has been
namedHigh School
Physical Education
Teacher of theYear
by theNewYork State
Association for
Health, Physical Education, Recreation
andDance’s Suffolk Zone. Schreck has
servedmore than 20 years as an educator
in the Southampton school district,
where he is creditedwith introducing
newphysical education programs includ-
ing archery, pickleball and ballroom
dancing. He also oversees the district’s
driver education program, is a co-adviser
for the high school’s student council and
coach of the boys’ golf team.

Jericho High’s Pegasus was among the Long Island student magazines to win the National Council of
Teachers of English’s REALM (Recognizing Excellence in Art and Literary Magazines) contest.

MICHAEL D’AMBROSIO
Hall of Famer

Michael D’Ambrosio, of Oceanside, has been
inducted into the Eastern New York Soccer
Hall of Fame. D’Ambrosio’s achievements
include having served on the Oceanside
United Soccer Club’s board of directors from
1989 to 2003, as well as having volunteered for
the Long Island Junior Soccer League’s
board of directors since 2004. His
other activities include serving
on the Oceanside school dis-
trict’s Board of Education
since 2013. He has also volun-
teered on the Pastoral Coun-
cil of St. Anthony’s Church in
Oceanside and has worked
as the deputy to the Nassau
County commissioner of
parks. NOMINATE AWINNER Email information about the accomplishment or honor to

winners@newsday.com. Include photo in JPEG format; color is preferred.EA
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LI student literary mags win national honors
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—MICHAEL R. EBERT
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